
What's useful 
about mapping?





Intent matters most in 
mapping

 
Your map form depends 

on what you want to show



Common types of maps



Choropleth



Choropleth
Good for:
• Showing normalized change or variation 
• Highlighting areas

Common mistakes:
• Not so meaningful with small geographies 
• Easy to misinterpret
• Forgetting to normalize 

 





Proportional circles



Circles vs. choropleths



What value does each 
circle represent?







Proportional circles
Good for:
• Accurately showing full range of data 
• Geographies of varying sizes
• Raw numbers

Common mistakes:
• Hard for normals to interpret
• Can be a proxy for population
• Not so exciting without lots of variation 

 



"Heat" maps



"Heat" maps





"Heat" maps
Good for:
• Showing concentrations
• Emphasizing the data, when data doesn't 
match existing boundaries

Common mistakes:
• Make sure colors and breaks are meaningful 
and thought out 

 





Dot maps
Good for:
• Showing density and distribution
• Geography that can’t be easily grouped
• Showing single incidents or events
• If exact coordinates are important to your map 

 



Dot maps





Other types of maps





Text maps



Dot-density maps









Cartograms



Maps don't have 
to be maps






